
 

President’s Message 
Greetings Members and Supporters of Black Earth Historical 
Society: 

Our Annual Meeting is on Sunday February 10th at 2:00 pm. 
Our Business will begin promptly at 2 since we have elections 
for board members and the revised bylaws. Following the 
election and vote Patrick Jung will present his program on 
the Battle of Wisconsin Heights. 

Those of you receiving the Depot Dispatch by mail will find a 
copy of the program along with a ballot. If you will not be 
attending the annual meeting please return your ballot by 
mail or telephone call to (608) 767-2307 and cast your vote 
with Steve Webber or leave it as a message on his answering 
machine. An email would also work. We can accept your vote 
until 2/12/19. We must submit approved revised bylaws to 
The WI Historical Society. 

Please consider spending some of your spare time as a 
volunteer for our society. Your help would be appreciated 
with the many functions in maintaining it's operation and is 
an interesting experience. Contact myself or any board 
member of your interest. 

Many thanks for your continued support and hope your 2019 
is healthy and happy! 

Paul Skalet, President

2019 Calendar of Events 
WATCH FOR UPDATES IN THE STAR-NEWS. 

 2/10 At 2:00 pm 2019 Annual Meeting: Author Patrick Jung will present 
on the Battle of Wisconsin Heights. Following. 

 4/19 & 20  Village-wide Garage Sale at the Depot Museum (donate) 
 5/26 & 27  Depot Museum Opens for 2019 Season on (volunteer) 

6/29 and 8/31 Saturday brat fry’s at the Shoe Box please buy & help 

Winter 2019 Newsletter of the Black Earth Historical Society	

e-mail: behistoricalsoc@gmail.com 

Executive Officers 
President Paul Skalet 
Vice Pres .  Wayne Barsness 
Secretary Jan Cowan 
Treasurer David Cooper 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 2019  
David Cooper 
Ryan Reader 
Jan Schroeder 
Shirley Will iams 
Term Expires 2020  
LaVonne Clason 
Harold Miller 
Steve Webber 
Term Expires 2021  
Wayne Barsness 
Paul Skalet 
Rita Miller 
Archivist/Web Site 
Carolyn Shaffer  

Annual Dues 
Personal $10.00  
Family $20.00  
Business/Patron$35.00  
If  you have email please 
let us send you the Depot 
Dispatch electronically .  
Thanks .  
For those who itemize 
taxes, the Black Earth 
Historical Society is a not-
for-profit, sec. 501(c) (3) 
corporation. 
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2018 Flooding Photos 

 
Washed out Rail Road Ballast       Photo by Virgil Simley 

 
Mills @ HWY 14     Photo Ann Wick

.  
Debris piled on guardrail Photo Kim Ferrie 

From the Archives 
By Carolyn Shaffer 

Hello, Black Earth Historical Society 
membership!  I'm writing to introduce myself 
and what I hope will be a continuing column 
to update you all on activities in the 
Archives. 

In 2015, Ruth Haglund left the position of 
Archivist of the Black Earth Historical  

Continued on page 2a

Please Smile on Amazon for BEHS 
If you shop on Amazon Please use this link. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1768374 
You will be taken directly to Amazon.com 
and when you sign in Amazon donates 
0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to the Black 
Earth Historical Society. It costs you 
nothing more, but helps us preserve Black 
Earth Area History! Cool 
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Society after many years of exemplary 
service.  In the two years that followed Board 
Members JoAn Turk and Wayne Barsness 
filled in the gap; making some amazingly 
helpful changes; including accessioning many 
hundreds of objects into our database and 
organizing rooms for long-term storage of 
cataloged items.  However, the position of 
Archivist remained vacant in spite of the 
hard work that continued by these dedicated 
volunteers. 

As the library director of the Black Earth 
Public Library, it seemed like a natural fit for 
me to help out in this capacity.  I volunteered 
to fill the vacancy in late 2017.  To illuminate 
some of my blind spots, I attended the WHS 
Local History Conference that fall and I also 
took the Basics of Archives class from the 
UW School in 2018. 

I do not serve as a BEHS board member, 
or have official office hours, but I try to fit at 
least a couple hours of work in the Archives 
per week into my regular library schedule.  I  

do typically attend BEHS meetings and stay 
in the loop for most of the doings of the 
society.  I also serve as part of the BEHS 
Technology Committee.  Because I can be 
found at the library typically forty hours a 
week, it has been useful, on occasion, for 
researchers to meet or call there and then 
either be referred to other volunteers, or I 
may be able to take them over to the 
headquarters myself. 

Over 2018, Archives/Technology 
committee highlights include: 

• $700 matching grant from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society's Local History Grants 
for Collection Care and Access 

• Many hours, with many Black Earth 
individuals interviewed by UW 
Humanities PhD student, Julia Meuse, to 
create digital oral histories, which will be 
entered into Recollection Wisconsin 
(recollectionwisconsin.org)Acquisition, 
accessioning and digitization of an original 
Oak Hill Cemetery map (which also will 
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be in Recollection Wisconsin) 
• Entry of over 600 headstone photos from 

Oak Hill Cemetery to findagrave.com by 
volunteer, Terry Moloney 

• Digitization of the "School Days" quilt 
book, detailing pre-Wisconsin Heights 
one-room school houses on each quilt block 
(soon to be in Recollection Wisconsin) 

• Participation in Wisconsin Heights school 
district strategic planning workshops, 
leading to creation of historical 
presentation of scanned school-related 
photos from Black Earth and Mazomanie 

• Black Earth Village Presidents photo 
collection scanned for entry to Recollection 
Wisconsin 

• Black Earth High School graduating class 
photos from 1895 - 1963 scanned for entry 
to Recollection Wisconsin 

• Creation of BEHS web site, 
www.blackearthhistory.org

As you can see, a lot can be done in just a 
few hours a week!  But there is a lot left to 
do!  Projects for 2019 include many more 
digitization projects, including countless 
photos, Shirley Danz's interviews, and the 
Beaty Cemetery study booklet.  Many of 
our clothing and textile objects have 
received proper storage boxes through our 
grant, but now need proper padding.  This 
is a bigger project than one might 
imagine! 

I will close by saying that in future 
columns, I hope to write about our 
participation in Recollection Wisconsin, the 
oral history work of Julia Meuse, the Oak 
Hill cemetery work of Terry Moloney, and 
other ongoing projects.  Stay tuned! 

 

I’m trying something new this year by doing 
a 2-page insert to add more information with 

out increasing postage but copied in black only. 
Hope you approve. 
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Auld Lang Syne 

100 Years Ago 

Dane County News March 1919 

The appearance of Black Earth is going to 
change immensely in the coming year. The 
one great change will be paved streets in all 
parts of town. A new town hall is going to be 
erected in the park and the park raised. 
Walks, seats and lights will be installed, and 
a bandstand will grace the center of the park. 
Barsness Manufacturing Company will be 
constructing a new stanchion factory near the 
railroad track. A new bank is to be erected 
and the old building beside it torn down. 
The first Black Earth boy to return from 
overseas was Carl Mickelson. Carl went 
across last spring and was wounded in the 
face October 15th, and after being in a 
hospital in Vichy France, came across and 
spent time in several hospitals in the east 
before returning home. 

 
Dane County advertisement 1919 

75 Years Ago 
Dane County News March 1944 
T/Sgt.  Joseph A. Wilkins, 20, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Theodore Wilkins, former residents of 
the Town of Vermont, now living in Madison, 
has been reported missing in action over 
Germany since February 20th, according to a 
war department telegram received by his 
parents. 
Sgt. Wilkins has been overseas since 
November and was stationed in England. He 
was a radio operator on a B-24 Liberator 
Bomber. 
50 Years Ago 
News Sickle Arrow February 1969 
Thieves are on the loose. A break-in and 
robbery were discovered by Patron’s 
Mercantile Service Center manager Levi 
Snyder. The robbers gained entrance by 
jimmying a rear door with a crowbar and 
breaking a lock. Synder says they made off 
with one color television set and two black 
and white sets, all portables, valued at 
$508.00. 
A few days later, Ron’s Skelly station was 
robbed resulting in approximately $71.00 
worth of cigarettes, candy, STP, flashlight 
batteries and gum being taken, according to 
station owner Ron Schlick. The entry for the 
robbery was through a window which the 
thieves broke. 
25 Years Ago 
News Sickle Arrow February 1994 
The Wisconsin Heights School District voted 
to remodel the High School and add to it a 
middle school wing. The initial vote total was 
619 yes and 611 no. A recount was conducted 
which resulted in adding one more yes vote. 
The Black Earth Library Board honored the 
late Elsie Sebert with an engraved plaque at 
a recent ceremony. Sebert, a former Black 
Earth resident bequeathed $83,000 of her 
estate to the Black Earth Public Library. 
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 The Black Earth Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 214 
 Black Earth, WI 53515-0214 

 

 

	
Remember Dues are on a Calendar Year Basis 

If you are not a Life Member (LM) your dues should be sent in for 2019. We 
also need your vote on the Bylaws. Email votes are being recorded for those 
members receiving email notices and the Depot Dispatch. Thank you. 

First Class Mail 


